
tention to the important subject of tenement-house reform there ; so that it
will be seen that its work is of an exceedingly wide scope, aiming to embrace,
as it does, the whole field of public charity in the State. While many obstacles
to the carrying out of its ends have already been overcome, a vast deal of
labor still remains to be accomplished ; but the measure of success which has
thus far crowned its efforts is quite sufficient to encourage it to continue them
perseveringly in the future.
One of the latest projects of the board is the establishment of a State Re-

formatory for Women, similar in many respects to the Massachusetts one at
Sherborn, and the matter was recently brought before the committee of ways
and means of the Assembly at Albany, when eloquent pleas in favor of the
measure were made by Mr. William P. Letchworth, president of the board,
and the well-known philanthropist, Mrs. Josephine S. Lowell, who is chairman
of the State Charities Aid Association.

REGISTRATION REPORT OF RHODE ISLAND.
The twenty-fifth registration report of Rhode Island, for the year 1877, we

are sorry to see, is the last to be published under Dr. Snow's able editorship,
as it is hereafter to be prepared by the State Board of Health. With a pop-
ulation of 258,239 by the census of 1875, there were, in 1877, 4450 deaths,
6235 births, and 2282 marriages reported. The mortality was greater than
usual among children, owing largely to the fact that diphtheria prevailed so

extensively among them, 92.07 per cent, of the decedents from that cause
having been under ten years of age. Six hundred and sixty-one deaths were
reported from consumption ; 492 from diphtheria ; 259 from cholera infan-
tum ; 226 from pneumonia aud congestion of the lungs ; 213 from old age ;
182 from diseases of the heart; 181 from apoplexy and paralysis ; 135 from
cancer ; 134 from fevers ; 132 from accidents ; 95 from croup ; 83 from con-

vulsions and fits ; 62 from scarlatina. In 1876 diphtheria was seventh on the
list, and scarlatina not among the first thirteen causes of death ; in 1875 not
among the first thirteen, and scarlet fever sixth ; in 1874 it was last and scar-
let fever second. At the present time, while the mortality of the colored peo-
ple in our Southern cities is double that of the whites, Dr. Snow's analysis of
their record in Rhode Island is especially interesting. His conclusions are that
" though the colored population in Rhode Island has been perhaps more favor-
ably situated for prosperity and elevation than in the other Northern States,
the statistics show what we have had occasion to remark at other times, that
the colored population is not self-sustaining in this State, and that its number
(6271) is kept up only by immigration."

MEDICAL NOTES.
— A number of physicians of this city, among them the editor of the Jour-

nal, having consented to sign an invitation to Dr. E. P. Banning, of New
York, to deliver lectures upon the Human Voice and the Physical Education
of Children, we wish to repudiate altogether any indorsement of the course as The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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